Tea and Zen Have
One Taste -

Learning Tea Ritual



Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the most famous sayings in tea, attributed to the great tea master Sen Sotan, is that Tea and Zen have One Taste. 


The great Zen master, Hakuin Ekaku
(1686-1768) said:

Meditation in the
MIDST of activity is a
billion times superior
to meditation in
stillness!
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“The everyday mind is the
training ground” by
Onozawa Kankai


Presenter
Presentation Notes
It was a philosophy that appealed to lay people, including the samurai, because it offered them an opportunity for salvation that many traditional schools of Buddhism had reserved to those who left the ordinary life and devoted themselves entirely to monastic practice. 


It may be that the
newly risen
samural class
loved tea ritual
more for the
access it provided
than its spiritual
benefits.

Tea Room called Shoko-ken attributed to
feudal lord Hosokawa Sansai located at

Kotoin Temple


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hereditary lords (daimyō), samurai, merchants, and priests could meet in the tea room and be confident that they shared a common knowledge of the etiquette. It also provided a graceful way to curry favor and grant rewards. The samurai hired merchant tea masters to teach them how to make tea and take care of their utensils. The heads of many of today’s “tea schools” are descended from medieval tea masters such as Sen Rikyū.




The structure of Tea organizations
is usually based on the traditional
Japanese model of the family or
house.
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The Main Gate of the Omotesenke Tea Lineage
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Presentation Notes
A number of subsidiary families may be linked to a main house. The main house has the overall obligation to: 
1. maintain the family line biologically (or through adoption),  
2. perform memorial rites for the ancestors, and 
3. ensure the economic survival of the group. 
The main house is called the honke   or iemoto. 



A Tea Certificate from
the Urasenke Tea
Lineage
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Presentation Notes
Although the term may have first been applied to schools of ancient court music in Heian (794-1185) times, the iemoto  (family lineages specializing in the arts) started awarding certificates in the middle of the eighteenth century. From that time on, the word iemoto has also been applied to the system of licensing the teaching of a Japanese traditional art.



When students begin
the study of tea with
an /emoto, they are
said to “enter the
gate” of that school.
The first certificate
they receive is called
nya moan.

The Main Gate of the Urasenke Tea Lineage



A student usually
interfaces with the
/jemoto through
his or her
relationship with a
licensed teacher.
The teacher’s
group of students
is called his or her
shachd—a word
also used to
designate the
supporters of a
shrine.

Takechi Soko and Tiscornia Sokyo
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Presentation Notes
A student’s relationship with his or her teacher is, ideally, a lifetime relationship.



The student-teacher j<
relationship is based
on the Confucian J [ \ \

ethic.
On - Benevolence

e

Giri — Obligation
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Presentation Notes
In this way of thinking, people in a superior position in the social hierarchy (rulers, teachers, parents, bosses, senior students and employees, older siblings, etc.) are obliged to protect and nurture their juniors. They create on which may be translated as kindness, goodness, favor, mercy, or benefit. Individuals in a junior position (commoners, students, children, workers, younger siblings, etc.) owe their seniors faithful service, loyalty, respect, and gratitude. They feel giri, moral debt. obligation, or duty. The essence of these relationships are that they are reciprocal and morally required. By behaving in certain mutually beneficial ways,  people in diverse hierarchal positions create ties which bind the entire social structure together.



Folding the Fukusa
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Presentation Notes
The student starts learning tea ritual by practicing individual techniques such as folding the fukusa and bowing.



First Lesson
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Presentation Notes
Studying tea ritual is a lifetime discipline. The body of knowledge related  to tea ritual is so vast that no one person can completely master it.



The first tea preparation a
student learns is usually a simple
tray ceremony (ryakubon).
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Presentation Notes
Basic lessons in the preparation of thin tea (usucha) and thick tea (koicha) follow. After receiving a firm foundation in these procedures and many others related to preparing the tea room and laying the fire, the student may assist his or her teacher in inviting guests to a full tea gathering (chaji).
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